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Dear Parents,

We hope you had a restful, relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. It has been great having the children back in school (with the added bonus of some snow!) and we are now settling back into routine. 

Whilst providing the right learning environment for all children is a priority, high standards of behaviour and appearance, too, are important. We will continue to high profile our class charter which reflects the key principles of ‘respecting’ our ‘rights’. In Year 6 it is vital that the children take ownership of and responsibility for their own learning as well as behaviours in readiness for secondary school. 
Please support children to complete their homework on time. The schedule should be familiar to you now and the homework can be found on Google Classroom every Tuesday. 
Can we please ask that all students have the necessary equipment for lessons, namely:

· One pencil case with the usual range of writing and recording materials, including an HB pencil and blue pen, coloured pencils, a rubber, a sharpener and a 15 cm ruler.
Residential Trip Update:

We can confirm that this summer term in June we will be running a residential experience for the children. More details to follow.
Key Stage 2 Tests:

This year, Year 6 pupils will be sitting their KS2 tests, as will all Year 6 children across the country. This takes place in May. Whilst we do not teach to the tests, we will complete some revision work, involving familiarising children with the kinds of questions asked.  More details to follow. 
Year 6 Production

We are excited to inform you that we will be putting on a ‘live’ performance of ‘Peter Pan’. We are planning for the performance to be at the end of the Spring Term. In our music lessons, children will be introduced to the script and character parts and will be invited to sign up for the part they wish to audition for. Auditions will take place very soon, after which a letter will come home and be posted on google classroom detailing relevant parts, costume, and prop requirements. 

Curriculum Updates
English: During this half term we will be focussing on the following:
Writing:
Moth (Explanation)
The outcome of this learning journey will be a fictional adaptation of the evolution story. The purpose will be to explain natural selection and evolution of a species in a simple and memorable way.

Unusual Creatures (Non-Fiction). 
This is a new text we are introducing this year that links well to our ‘Darwin’s Delights’ topic. The outcome will require children to write their own page for the book persuading the reader that their ‘fictional’ creature exists. 
Maths:

Throughout the term we will be working towards enhancing our students’ knowledge and understanding of the following. 
· Fractions (equivalent, comparing and ordering, adding and subtracting, multiplying and dividing as well as working out fractions of amounts.
· Converting units (focussing on metric measures).
· Ratio (scale factors, proportion).
If you are helping at home, showing children alternative strategies to solve problems can really help them. 
I.C.T.:

This half term we will be focussing on the following:

· Coding.
The Hive Academy will be coming into school to work with the Year 6 children to inspire a future interest in technology. This will include sessions linked to our work on coding.
P.E.:

P.E. for both Year 6 classes will be two hours a week on Tuesday (outdoors - hockey) and Wednesday (indoors). Please also ensure children have any necessary inhalers for P.E. and any earrings covered/taken out. 
Topic
This half term, we will be studying a topic called ‘Darwin’s Delights’. Throughout this unit we will be developing the students’ geography and history skills, science skills and art skills in a cross-curricular way.
· Classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics.

· Knowledge of Charles Darwin and his life.
· Using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries on Darwin’s travels.
· Identifying how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.
· Completing a study of the Galapagos Islands.

· Recognising that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago.
· Recognising that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents.
· Learning about artificial selection, genetic cloning and genetic engineering
· Children will present an oral presentation that relates to their own inheritance and evolution.
RE:
This half-term, our focus is on Christianity. Our question of study is ‘Is Anything Ever Eternal?’ 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Education):
In our PSHE sessions, our focus this half term is about ‘Dreams and Goals’, thinking about our own strengths, those who inspire us, how we can all help each other and improve our skills, the learning steps needed to reach our goals, how to motivate ourselves and ultimately how we can work with others to help make the world around us a better place.
French:

Mrs Lopez will be continuing French with the children and building closer links with their French pen pals. We are hoping that they will also come and visit us in the summer term. 

Useful Websites:

Literacy
Children have new logins for this! Super helpful in preparation for SATS: https://www.rollama.com/login/
https://www.poetry4kids.com/ 
Maths
https://auth.completemaths.com/login?fromProduct=tutor
https://corbettmaths.com/tag/pie/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/74099
https://nrich.maths.org/
All subjects

https://www.busythings.co.uk/ (Login = home8972 Password = crazy8362)

htmlwww.topmarks.co.uk
Diary Dates:
	Friday 19th January 
	Charity Market Stalls

	Tuesday 23rd January
	Peer Mediation Refresher

	Monday 12th – 16th February 
	Half Term.

	Thursday 22nd February
	Du Putron Challenge

	Thursday 7th March
	World Book Day.

	Thursday 14th March
	Swimarathon.

	Friday 15th March
	Red Nose Day.

	Tuesday 19th March
	Parent Consultation 

	Thursday 21st March
	Parent Consultation

	Monday 25th March
	Year 6 Production Peter Pan (TBC)

	Wednesday 27th March
	End of Term.


Finally:

As always, if you have any concerns or questions, do please get in touch. Our contact details are identified below. We look forward to a busy and enjoyable Spring Term.
Many thanks,

Mr Steigenberger (m.steigenberger@lamoye.sch.je)
Mrs Price-Bramble (s.pricebramble@lamoye.sch.je)   
