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Welcome back to the first half of the Autumn Term. We hope you all had a good break; we have a busy and exciting half-term planned.

Topic
Arachnids, insects, molluscs and myriapods. Minibeasts come in all shapes and sizes! This half term, we’ll handle a range of minibeasts and small creatures. In science, we’ll learn how to categorise minibeasts and investigate woodlice habitats. We’ll make detailed drawings of our minibeasts, present data about them and make maps to show the route of our minibeast hunt. Using wood, stones, garden canes and other natural materials, we’ll create ‘minibeast hotels’. Minibeasts’ homes and their life cycles will amaze us and we’ll watch the fascinating process of stick insects and butterflies hatching. At the end of the project, we’ll create a 3-D minibeast using a range of materials and have a presentation afternoon to share ideas about our own beast creations. 

Through these lessons our learning will focus on the following…
Science - Living things and their habitats 
Art & design - Drawing and perspective 
Geography - Local fieldwork, sketch maps, world locational knowledge. 
D&T – Researching existing products to inform design. Correct use of tools. Computer aided design. 

English
In English, we will be immersing ourselves in the fabulous book ‘Beetle Boy’, written by MG Leonard. We will be unpicking the text to find out what makes her writing so wonderful. Alongside this key text we will also investigate some non-fiction texts and write non-chronological reports about the amazing beetles MG Leonard introduces us to through her brilliant book ‘A Beetle collector’s handbook’. As writers we will learn how to turn narrative into short play scripts and enjoy preforming them. Check out https://www.mgleonard.com/ to find out more. 

Maths
In Maths we will be working on place value beginning with the following skills: 
· Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 
· 1 000 000 and determine the value of each digit.
· Round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000.
· To read and write roman numerals up to 1000
When helping at home, please show children alternative strategies to solve problems which can really help them. In addition, any help with learning times tables would be really useful too.   

PE
Year 5 will be swimming for the autumn term on Wednesdays and so will need to bring:
· Swim Suit
· Towel
· Goggles 
· Swim Hat
Please refer to previous letter for further information on swimming. 5A will have P.E. on Tuesday and Wednesday 5B P.E. will be on Mondays and Wednesdays. Pupils will need to wear PE kit on both of these days. 

RE 
We are learning to compare the different ways Sikhs put their religion
into practice. Key Question: How far would a Sikh go for his/her religion?

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Education)
We follow the JIGSAW programme; the first puzzle is ‘Being Me in My World’ with the focus on the communal understanding of ‘rights and responsibilities’ Rights, responsibilities, rewards and consequences are built on the belief that each child has the right and the capacity to make his/her own choices and, in doing so, is aware of, and therefore, accepts the consequences of these.
Lessons will focus on the following:
	I understand my rights and responsibilities as a British citizen and a member of my school 
I understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community and know how to participate in this 

	I understand how an individual’s behaviour can impact on a group 

	I can make choices about my own behaviour because I understand how rewards and consequences feel 



Music
In music this half term we will be continuing to follow the ‘Charanga’ scheme and will be focussing on Jazz. Children will be learning about rhythm and musical notation. 

Useful Websites
Maths - https://nrich.maths.org/
Spelling - https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html
All subjects - https://www.busythings.co.uk/ (Login = home8972 Password = crazy8362)

Key Dates
Wednesday 9th September - Wednesday 9th December – Swimming
Thursday 10th September – Battle of Britain (school closed)
Wednesday 30th September  - School photos.  
Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October - Parents Consultation Evening
Monday 26th  October – Friday 30th October – Half Term

In lieu of the usual parents evening we will be posting an introductory PowerPoint and brief welcome video onto the school website shortly. 

Thank you in advance for your support this year,
Miss Morris and Mrs Nolan 
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